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All proceeds raised from the APHEDA dinner will go towards the following projects:

Teacher Training in Rural Southern Laos
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South-East Asia is regularly portrayed as being a success story. However poverty in Laos still remains a significant issue, with over 70% of the population living on less than $2 USD a day. Life expectancy, malnourishment, maternal mortality and infant mortality all remain unacceptably high, but are slowly decreasing over time. 

While we know poverty reduction relies on quality education – ‘quality’ is the key - sadly teachers in Laos are poorly paid, under-resourced and overworked.

In remote and rural areas, where 80% of Laotians live, classes are large with 50-60 children in a class common. Also textbooks are rare, and it is usual for just one textbook per class. 

The lack of resources for graduate teachers is one of the biggest obstacles to providing ‘quality’ education. The community to which the teacher is placed is expected to pay for the required chalk, textbook, pens etc. However, as the communities are often very poor, this is an unrealistic and often unmet expectation. 

Union Aid Abroad - APHEDA has partnered with the Pakse Teacher Training College to give new teachers in Laos the much needed support to provide quality education. This college covers four provinces in the South of the country, far away from the national capital, Vientiane. 

Each year, hundreds of students go through the one year teacher training course, and are then sent out into rural and remote areas. Often the adults in the remote areas also rely on the teachers, as they are likely to be one of the few functionally literate people there. Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA partners with the Pakse Teacher Training College to provide a teaching toolkit for new teachers which includes textbooks, alphabet and numeracy charts, chalk and exercise books. Moreover, Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA also assists the College with ongoing training and support from the new teachers. As well as this, older graduates from the college are re-trained in the new teaching methodologies such as the learner-centred approach which will result in more quality teaching practices for small rural schools.
HIV Education in the Workplace with the Zimbabwe Council of Trade Unions
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Few dictators in the world have matched Robert Mugabe from Zimbabwe for repression and corruption. Zimbabwe is a country suffering greatly today. This once rich and fertile country was formerly among the most prosperous in Africa, but is now one of the poorest, due to Mugabe’s corruption and poor governance. To quote the opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangarai, “Zimbabwe was once the breadbasket of Africa, now it is the basket case”. 
 

In October 2008, inflation reached 231 million percent a year. The Zimbabwe dollar is now worthless, but even if people had money, there is no food to buy. Around four million Zimbabweans have fled to find work in other countries. Water, fuel and electricity supplies are seriously interrupted. The health and education systems have broken down. Transport is too costly for workers to use each day. Criticism of Mugabe is brutally suppressed and opposition coming from the Movement for Democratic Change, the trade union movement, the churches, women’s groups and students is beaten into submission. Public meetings are banned, and the independent local media has been closed. 

Union Aid Abroad is also currently assisting the Zimbabwe Council of Trade Unions (ZCTU) deliver a HIV education in the Workplace program.

This HIV education program is important not just because 24% of Zimbabwe’s population is HIV positive and 5,000 die each week from AIDS, but also because until recently, trade unions were not permitted to meet for union meetings, but they are permitted to meet for HIV education, so the training provides the union with the opportunity to meet with delegates, to plan and strategise steps for democratic change. It is also a way of assisting the ZCTU over this period when so many of their members are unemployed and so unable to pay their union dues.

Support for Workers in the Garbage Dumps of Manila, Philippines
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The first thing that strikes you is the stench and the flies – millions of flies. Then you notice the people, hundreds of them crawling over the huge rubbish dump, collecting anything that could be sold for recycling. It’s not just the usual Australian recycling items of paper, glass and aluminium cans, but also old tyres, wood, plastic bags, anything made of metal such as bedsprings from old mattresses, even discarded, worn out shoes become valuable for those who have no shoes.

For those struggling to survive by scavenging on Manila’s garbage dumps, the “miracle” of the global economy is a cruel illusion. As Anna Garcia from the urban poor organisation KADAMAY, and Noel Colina from the Institute for Occupational Health and Safety Development (IOHSAD), Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA’s partner in the Philippines, explained, a whole family of parents and children can work all day, and would usually earn the equivalent of $1.50 a day for the material they gathered and sold to recyclers.

Anna and Noel say that there are 705 families surviving on this dump, north of Manila, and about 1,000 families at the second dump at Payatas, east of Manila where in July 2000 during heavy rain, a mountain of rubbish slid down the hill burying alive hundreds of people.

As trucks of rubbish arrive and dump their load, young and old crawl over the rotting material, looking for anything of value. Other trucks arrive to take away the cans, glass bottles separated into sizes and colours, plastic bottles, etc back to factories for reuse. Even old wood is buried under dirt and burnt so it becomes charcoal which is then sold.

Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA has a small project with our partner, IOHSAD, trying to improve safety conditions for people, especially children, at the dumps. Medical waste, including needles and broken glass are the main problems, with any cuts quickly becoming infected. Hookworms are also a major problem, and the children are tested and treated when funds permit. The children are encouraged to use old discarded shoes, even if they don’t fit, as it is safer than bare feet. Other problems are diarrhoea and respiratory infections, especially TB. KADAMAY have organised the people and helped them agitate for better government services. The nearest school is about two kilometres away and enrolment fees mean that only 30% attend primary school and just 3% begin secondary school. The nearest water pipe stops about one kilometre away, so water is carried into the dump in plastic containers by children and sold. However, because of this campaigning, KADAMAY and the community leaders are considered to be “subversive” by the Arroyo government and military, and they are constantly under military surveillance.

The community has now built one childcare centre out of recycled timber and corrugated iron. This enables 40-60 of the youngest children to attend a pre-school in a hygienic situation with a clean wooden floor rather than working on the dump. Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA is working with IOHSAD and KADAMAY to better furnish the centre with chairs, blackboard, teaching aids etc and there is also the cost of a small allowance for the three volunteer teachers. IOHSAD is also providing primary health care education for the mothers, and both adults and children are provided with a free medical check every six months.
