Australian Young Pregnant and Parenting Network

The Australian Young, Pregnant and Parenting Network (AYPPN) was formed to support pregnant and parenting young people to create the best possible start for themselves and their children; the Governor General, Ms Quentin Bryce, has kindly agreed to be our patron. 

AYPPN works to build connections between agencies providing services and support to pregnant and parenting young people and their children, as well as government departments, researchers and the business community. 
It has a strong commitment to fostering access to quality health care, education, training, employment and housing as the fundamental building blocks of physical, emotional, social and economic well-being for pregnant and parenting young people and their children.
AYPPN was formed as a direct outcome of the 2009 Symposium on Supporting Pregnant and Parenting Young People organised by the Association of Women Educators. Its work is made possible via generous assistance from the CCCares program at Canberra College, winner of the inaugural Schools First national impact Award in 2009.

Current AYPPN work includes building a website which provides details of services provided for young pregnant and parenting young people in each jurisdiction.

Request for assistance: AYPPN is seeking input from teachers and community workers around Australia to help us to accurately map what is provided around the country. If you are aware of any schools/community agencies directly involved in providing services for pregnant and parenting young people please email them to biota@bigpond.net.au. It is anticipated the initial AYPPN website will be live later on this year. 
Further information about AYPPN can be gained by contacting the AYPPN national coordinator Kay Boulden via email on kboulden@bigpond.net.au.

The core objectives of AYPPN:
The overall goal of the Australian Young, Pregnant and Parenting Network is to support the best possible start for young parents and their children. We endeavour to:
1.
Provide accurate and reliable information to pregnant and parenting young people on a range of issues critical to the well-being of themselves and their children.

2.
Gather accurate information on, and identify gaps in, service provision and government policy and programs across all jurisdictions.

3.
Advocate for the development of a consistent national framework to address teenage pregnancy and to appropriately support pregnant and parenting young people and their children.

4.
Contribute to the development of national benchmarks in service provision for pregnant and parenting young people and their children.

5.
Lobby governments at all levels to ensure all pregnant and parenting young people are able to access appropriate high quality services.

6.
Ensure that the needs of pregnant and parenting young people are taken into account in the development of significant government policy initiatives.

7.
Foster effective communication between service providers, researchers and policy makers across all states and territories, and to share practices, ideas and knowledge.

8.
Challenge the negative stereotypes of pregnant and parenting young people in the Australian community and to promote awareness of their capacities as well as their needs.

9.
Ensure that our practice is, in all regards, evidence-based.







