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The AEU-ACT Community Campaign 

FACT SHEET: MEETING THE NEEDS OF ALL STUDENTS 

Public Education has as its fundamental precept the belief that 
all students have the right to a high quality education and that 
all students are able to learn and succeed. 

Public Schools aim to provide all students with a high quality 
education that develops their skills, knowledge and values, 
enabling them to contribute meaningfully to society throughout 
their lives.  

It is the professional responsibility of principals and teachers to 
plan and implement a range of inclusive programs to meet the 
needs of every student in their care.  

However, to do so effectively requires fair levels of funding and 
the right people targeted towards high quality programs. Public 
Schools are much more than just bricks and mortar. 

To ensure equitable outcomes for all students, it is essential that 
the shortage of teachers, especially in some secondary subjects, 
as well as the lack of enough high quality relief teachers be 
addressed.  We’re also calling for an increased number of 
specialist teachers to be placed in all public schools, such as 
School Counsellors, Student Management Consultants and 
qualified ESL teachers. These are just some of the professionals 
required in public schools to give the expert support to today’s 
students, who have increasingly complex needs. 

One size does not fit all. Most students access the curriculum in a 
regular school setting. For a few students, specialised support 
and targeted resources in an alternative setting (either on a 
short-term or continuing basis) are required in order to ensure 
equity of outcomes. Such students may include those with 
moderate to severe disabilities; experiencing a mental health 
issue; exhibiting violent behaviours; or those at risk of 
disengaging from school or already disengaged. 

To meet the needs of all students, the public education system in 
the ACT requires a broader range of alternative education 
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programs and settings (which retain close links to mainstream 
schools) in order to meet the diverse needs of students.  This is 
particularly the case now with the introduction of the ‘earn or 
learn’ requirements – students must participate in full-time 
education, training or work until completing Year 12 or 
equivalent or until they reach age 17, whichever occurs first. 

What is needed: 

1. A funding model that targets funds to ACT public schools on 
a needs-basis to support students with identified needs such 
as behavioural/psychological disturbance, mental health 
issues, speech therapy, occupational therapy. 

2. A residential or day mental health care facility with access 
to education and/or training for secondary and primary 
students, including those who exhibit violent behaviours. 

3. Adequate funding to support all students of English as a 
Second Language in public schools including the Intensive 
English Centres and funds to train all ESL teachers who do 
not have a specialist ESL qualification. 

4. Increase the range of alternative educational programs and 
settings eg. a vocational pathways school; expand the 
CCCares program for young parents to complete Year 10 and 
12; early intervention programs for students with acute 
behavioural disorders – see more suggestions at Attachment 
A – Alternative Programs and Settings. 

5. Increase the number of School Counsellors and Student 
Management Consultants to properly support schools to 
implement effective preventative programs.  

6. The ACT government should fully fund the implementation of 
the Classroom Management and Instructional Strategies 
Course for all eligible teachers and support staff. 
 


